Houston Chronicle - February 25, 1965 (afternoon paper) 

By: Kent Demiret, Chronicle Reporter 

The Federal Government is balking at paying a bill submitted by the 
Dallas Funeral Home that handled minor arrangements after the 
assassination of President Kennedy. 

The bill--lowered once by the O'Neal Funeral Home in Dallas --is for 
$3, 495. It was lowered $500 at the request of the General Services 
Administration. 

The O'Neal Funeral Home transferred the President’s body from Parkland 
Memorial Hospital to the Presidential jet, which returned it to Washington. 
Included in the cost is a "double -walled bronze casket " 

Asked Itemized Bill 


No other services were performed by the O'Neal Funeral Home 

In Washington, GSA Director of Information John Byrne said- 

"We first got a bill listing the flat sum of $3, 995 and we wrote back 
to the funeral home asking for an itemization of cost. " 

"In their next communication the funeral home lowered the bill by $500 
noting that the reduction was "less service charge". 

"Our last communication was in March of last year. We asked for an 
itemization and noted that we felt the bill was still excessive. We have 
not heard back, and have made no offer. " 

Operator Reticent 


The head of the funeral home, Vernon O'Neal, said he is reluctant to 
talk about the collection "because of all the bad publicity the funeral 
business has been getting since that book. ("The High Cost of Dying" 
by R. M. Harner). 

He refused to say how much he is asking the Government to pay because 
it is a "trade secret. " 


"Everything is lined up now", O'Neal said, 
and New York, and I expect everything to be 
refused to say who "they" wsrx are. 


"They called me from Washing! 
wrapped up immediately. " He 



2 


Byrne said the bill must be paid by the General Services Administration, 
however, no one there has offered to make a settlement with O'Neal. 

"We have a letter outstanding to him (the letter of last March), and that's 
where it stands", said Byrne. 

Dispute over Casket 

O'Neal also said the Government plans to return the casket used for 
transporting the body to Washington (President Kennedy was buried in 
a wooden casket). He called the casket "very valuable. " 

"I am going to put it (the casket) inmy display room in a glass case", 
said O'Neal. 

Byrne flatly disagreed. 

"We have stored the casket, as we feel that it the appropriate thing to 
do. It will not be returned. I do not know what will eventually happen 
to it, " he said, "but it will not be returned. " 

O'Neal said he has made two trips to Washington in an effort to collect 
the bill, and has spent about $500. 

Charges Politics 


In refusing to give details, O'Neal said he has conferred with the Funeral 
Home Directors Association, to which he belongs, and it was decided 
that details might result in bad publicity. 

"I have had some networks make me some offers for the story", he said, 
"and believe me, some of the offers were mighty hard to turn down. " 

He added: "I doubt if there will ever be a story on this. It is something 
that none of us wants to go into. " A Secret Service agent summoned the 
O'Neal Funeral Home to Parkland Hospital after the November 22, 1963, 
as sas sination. 

The cost of actual services for President Kennedy were paid out of 
$95, 000 specially appropriated by Congress. 



